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Unit 1
BeingEthnicintheU.S.

CLOSEREADING
Pre-readingQuestions
1.Asfarasyouknow,howimportantisaperson’sracialorethnicheritageinhis/her
perceivedidentityinacountryliketheUnitedStates?

2.Ifyouarean“ethnic”personinChina,inwhatwayshasyourethnicbackgroundaffected
yourlife,yourinteractionswithothersandyourgoalsandhopesforyourfuture?

3. Americahashadalonghistoryofstrugglingtoconfrontandovercomeracism or
discriminationonthebasisofethnicheritage.Haveyouheardanystoriesofthisstruggle,

eithercasesofsuccessorthoseoffailure?

4.DoyouknowanythingaboutAffirmativeActionintheUnitedStatesandtherelated
debate?

NoneofThisIsFair
RichardRodriguez

MyplantobecomeaprofessorofEnglish—myambitionduringlongyearsin
collegeatStanford,theningraduateschoolatColumbiaandBerkeley—was
complicatedbyfeelingsofembarrassmentandguilt.SomanytimesIwouldsee
otherMexican-Americansandknow wewerealikeonlyinrace.Andyet,simply
becauseourracewasthesame,Iwas,duringthelastyearsofmyschooling,the
beneficiaryoftheirsituation.AffirmativeActionprogramshadmadeitallpossible.
Thedisadvantagesofothers permitted my promotion;the absence of many
Mexican-Americansfrom academiclifeallowed mydesignationasa “minority
student.”

Formeopportunitieshadbeenextravagant.Therewerefellowships,summer
researchgrants,andteachingassistantships.Afteronlytwoyearsingraduate
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school,Iwasofferedteachingjobsbyseveralcolleges.InvitationstoWashington
conferencesarrivedandIhadthechancetotravelabroadasa“Mexican-American
representative.”Thebenefitswereoften,however,toogaudytoplease.Inthree
publishedessays,inconversationswithteachers,inletterstopoliticiansandat
conferences,I worried the issue of Affirmative Action. Often I proposed
contradictoryopinions,thoughconsistentwastheadmissionthat—becauseofan
early,excellenteducation—Iwasnolongeraprincipalvictimofracismoranyother
socialoppression.IsaidthatbutstillIcontinuedtoindicateonapplicationsfor
financialaidthatIwasaHispanic-American.Itdidn’treallyoccurtometosay
anythingelse,ortoleavethequestionunanswered.

ThusIcompliedwithandencouragedtheoddbureaucraticlogicofAffirmative
Action.Iletgovernmentofficialstreatthe disadvantaged conditionof many
Mexican-Americanswithmyadvancement.Eachfallmypresencewasnotedby
Health,Education,andWelfareDepartmentstatisticians.AsIpursuedadvanced
literarystudiesandlearnedtheskillofreadingSpenserand Wordsworthand
Empson,Iwouldhearmyselfnumberedamongtheculturallydisadvantaged.Still,

still,silent,Ididn’tobject.
Buttheironycutdeep.Andguiltwouldnotbeevadedbyavertingmyglance

whenIconfrontedafacelike myowninacrowd.Bylate1975,nearingthe
completionofmygraduatestudiesatBerkeley,Iwassowaryofthebenefitsof
AffirmativeActionthatIfearedmyinevitablesuccessasanapplicantforateaching
position.Themonthsoffall—traditionallythattimeofacademicjob-searching—

passedwithoutmyapplyingtoasingleschool.Whenoneofmyprofessorschanced

tolearnthisinlateNovember,hewasastonished,thenfurious.Heyelledatme:

DidIthinkthatbecauseIwasaminoritystudentjobswouldjustcomelookingfor
me? WhatwasIthinking?DidIrealizethatheandseveralotherfacultymembers
hadalreadywrittenlettersonmybehalf? WasIgoingtostartactinglikesomeother
minoritystudentshehadknown?Theystruggledforsuccessandthen,whenitwas
almostwithinreach,grewstrangelyafraidandletitpass.Wasthatit? WasI
determinedtofail?

Ididnotrespondtohisquestions.Ididn’twanttoadmittohim,andthusto
myself,thereasonIdelayed.

Imerelyagreedtowritetoseveralschools.(InmyletterIwrote:“Icannot
claimtorepresentdisadvantagedMexican-Americans.TheveryfactthatIamina
positiontoapplyforthisjobshouldmakethatclear.”)Aftertwoorthreedays,

thereweretelegramsandphonecalls,invitationstointerviews,thenairplanetrips.
Abluroffacesandthe murmuroftheirsoftquestions.And,oversomeone’s
shoulder,IcameintosightofcampusbuildingsshadowingpicturesIhadseenyears
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beforewhenIleafedthroughIvyLeaguecatalogswithgreatexpectations.Atthe
endofeachvisit,interviewerswouldsmileandwonderifIhadanyquestions.A
fewtimesIquietlywonderedwhatadvantagemyracehadgivenmeoverother
applicants.Butthatwasanimpossible questionforthem toanswerwithout
embarrassingme.Quickly,severalpersonsinsistedthatmyethnicidentityhad
givenmenomorethana“footinsidethedoor;”atmost,Ihada“slightedge”over
otherapplicants.“Wejustlookedatyourdossierwithextracareandwelikewhat
wesaw.Therewasneveranyquestionofhavingtoalterourstandards.Youcanbe
certainofthat.”

IntheearlypartofJanuary,offersarrivedonstifflyelegantstationery.Most
schoolspromisedtermsappropriateforanynewassistantprofessor.Afewmade

mattersworse—andalmostmoretempting—byofferingmore:theuseofuniversity
housing;anunusuallylargestartingsalary;areducedteachingschedule.Asthe
stackoflettersmounted,myhesitationincreased.Istartedcallingdepartment
chairmentoaskforanotherweek,then10moredays—“moretimetoreacha
decision”—toavoidthedecisionIwouldneedtomake.

Atschool,meantime,somestudentshadn’treceivedasinglejoboffer.One
man,probablythebeststudentinthedepartment,didnotevengetarequestfor
hisdossier.HeandImetoutsideaclassroomonedayandheaskedaboutmy
opportunities.Heseemedhappyforme.Facultymembersbeamed.Theysaidthey
hadexpectedit.“Afterall,notmanyschoolsaregoingtopassupgettinga
ChicanowithaPh.D.inRenaissanceliterature,”somebodysaidlaughing.Friends
wantedtoknowwhichoftheoffersIwasgoingtoaccept.ButIcouldn’tmakeup
mymind.FebruarycameandIwasrunningoutoftimeandexcuses.(Onechairman
guessedmydelaywasabargainingployandincreasedhisofferwitheachofmy
calls.)Ihadtopromiseadecisionbythe10th;the12thattheverylatest.

Onthe18thofFebruary,lateintheafternoon,IwasintheofficeIsharedwith
severalotherteachingassistants.Anothergraduatestudentwassittingacrossthe
roomathisdesk.WhenIgotuptoleave,helookedovertosayinanuneventful
voicethathehadsomebignews.Hehadfinallydecidedtoacceptapositionata
farawayuniversity.Itwasnotajobheespeciallywanted,headmitted.Buthehad
totakeitbecausetherehadn’tbeenanyotheroffers.Hefelttrapped,and
depressed,sincehisjobwouldseparatehimfromhisyoungdaughter.

Itriedtoencouragehimbyremarkingthathewasluckyatleasttohavefounda
job.Somanyothershadn’tbeenabletogetanything.ButbeforeIfinishedspeaking
IrealizedthatIhadsaidthewrongthing.AndIanticipatedhisnextquestion.

“Whatareyourplans?”hewantedtoknow.“Isittrueyou’vegottenanoffer
fromYale?”
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Isaidthatitwas.“Only,Istillhaven’tmadeupmymind.”

HestaredatmeasIputonmyjacket.Andsmiling,thenunsmiling,heasked
ifIknewthathetoohadwrittentoYale.Inhiscase,however,noonehadbothered
toacknowledgehisletterwithevenapostcard.WhatdidIthinkofthat?

Hegavemenotimetoanswer.
“Damn!”hesaidsharplyandhischairraspedthefloorashepushedhimself

back.Suddenly,itwasto methathe wascomplaining.“It’sjustnotright,

Richard.Noneofthisisfair.You’vedonesomegoodwork,butsohaveI.I’llbet
ourrecordsarejustaboutequal.Butwhenwelookforjobsthisyear,it’sadifferent
story.Yougetallofthebreaks.”

Toevadehiscriticism,Iwantedtosidewithhim.Iwasabouttoadmitthe
injusticeofAffirmativeAction.Buthewenton,hisvoicehardwithaccusation.“It’s
allverysimplethisyear.You’reaChicano.AndIamaJew.That’stheonlyreal
differencebetweenus.”

Hiswordsstungme:TherewasnothinghewastellingmethatIdidn’tknow.I
hadadmittedeverythingalready.Buttohearsomeoneelsesaythesethings,andin
suchanaccusingtone,wassuddenlyhardtotake.Inadeceptivelycalmvoice,I
respondedthathehadsimplifiedthewholeissue.Thephrasescamelikebubblesto

thetipofmytongue:“newblood;”“theimportanceofculturaldiversity;”“thegoal
ofracialintegration.”ThesewerealltheargumentsIhadproposedseveralyears
ago—andhadlongsinceabandoned.Ofcoursetheofferswereunjustifiable.Iknew
that.AllIwassayingamountedtoafranticself-defense.Itriedtofindanendtoa
sentence.Myvoicefalteredtoastop.

“Yeah,sure,”hesaid.“I’veheardallthatbefore.Nothingyousayreally
changesthefactthatAffirmativeActionisunfair.Youseethat,don’tyou?There
isn’tanywayformetocompetewithyou.Oncetherewerequotastokeepmy
parentsoutofcertainschools;nowtherearequotastogetyouinandtheeffecton
meisthesameasitwasforthem.”

Ilistenedtoeverywordhespoke.Butmymindwasreallyonsomethingelse.
IknewatthatmomentthatIwouldrejectalloftheoffers.Istoodtheresilently
surprisedbywhataneasyconclusionitwas.Havingpreparedforsomanyyearsto
teach,havingtrainedmyselftodonothingelse,Ihadhesitatedoutofpractical
fear.Butnowthatitwasmade,thedecisioncamewithrelief.Iimmediatelyknew
Ihadmadetherightchoice.

MycolleaguecontinuedtalkingandIrealizedthathe wassimplyright.
AffirmativeActionprogramsareunfairtowhitestudents.ButasIlistenedtohim
asserthisrights,Ithoughtoftheseriouslydisadvantaged.Howdifferenttheywere
fromwhite,middle-classstudentswhocomearmedwiththetestimonyoftheir
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gradesandaptitudescoresandself-confidencetocomplainabouttheunequal
treatmenttheynowreceive.Ilistentothem.Idonotwanttobecarelessabout
whattheysay.Theirrightsareimportanttoprotect.ButinevitablywhenIhearthem
ortheirlawyers,Ithinkaboutthe mostseriouslydisadvantaged,notsimply
Mexican-Americans,butofallthosewhodonoteverimaginethemselvesgoingto

collegeorbecomingdoctors:white,black,brown.Alwayspoor.Silent.Theyare
notplaintiffsbeforethecourtoragainstthemisdirectionofAffirmativeAction.They
lacktheconfidence(myconfidence!)toassumetheirrighttoagoodeducation.
Theylacktheconfidenceandskillsagoodprimaryandsecondaryeducation
providesandwhichareprerequisitesforinformedpubliclife.Theyremainsilent.

Thedebatedronesonandsurroundstheminstillness.Theyaredistant,

farawayfiguresliketheboysIhaveseenpeeringdownfromfreewayoverpassesin
someotherpartoftown.

BuildingVocabulary

complicate(L.3) ['kɒmplIkeIt] vt. tomakeaproblem moredifficult使 (某
事) 复杂化

embarrassment(L.3) [Im'bærəsmənt] n. the feeling of being ashamed,

uncomfortable窘迫, 尴尬

beneficiary(L.6) ['benI'fIʃəri] n. someonewhogetsadvantagesfroman
action受益者

affirmative(L.6) [ə'fɜːmətIv] adj. 肯定的, 赞成的

designation(L.8) ['dezI췍'neIʃ췍n] n. anameortitle头衔

extravagant(L.10) [Ik'strævə췍ənt] adj. (ofbehavior)uncontrolled,beyondwhat
isreasonable奢侈的, 过度的

gaudy(L.14) ['췍ɔːdi] adj.toobrightandlookingcheap华而不实的;

俗丽的

comply(L.22) [kəm'plaI] vi. todowhatoneisaskedorexpectedto
do照做, 遵从

bureaucratic(L.22) ['bjʊ췍rə'krætIk◀ ] adj.involvingalotofcomplicatedofficialrules
andprocesses繁文缛节的, 官僚主义的

statistician(L.25) ['stætI'stIʃ췍n] n. 统计学家

avert(L.29) [ə'vɜːt] vt. tolookaway转移目光

wary(L.31) ['weəri] adj.careful谨慎的, 小心翼翼的

blur(L.48) [blɜː] n. anunclearmemoryofsomething模糊的记

忆

stiffly(L.59) ['stIfli] adv.formally,notfriendly生硬地, 拘谨地, 不
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友善地

stack(L.63) [stæk] n. aneatpile一叠, 一堆

ploy(L.74) [plɔI] n. aclevermethodofgettinganadvantage
策略

anticipate(L.85) [æn'tIsIpeIt] vt. toexpectthatsomethingwillhappenand
bereadyforit预料

acknowledge(L.91) [ək'nɒlIdʒ] vt. to say thatthe message has been
received告知收到

rasp(L.93) [r췍ːsp] vt. tomakearoughunpleasantsound发出刺

耳声

accusation(L.99) ['ækjʊ'zeIʃ췍n] n. astatementsayingthatsomeoneisguilty
ofacrimeorofdoingsomethingwrong谴

责, 控告

simplify(L.105) ['sImplIfaI] vt. to make something easier or less
complicated简化

diversity(L.106) [daI'vɜːsIti] n. variety多样性

integration(L.107) ['IntI'췍reIʃ췍n] n. theprocessofgettingpeopleofdifferent
racestoliveandworktogetherinstead
ofseparately种族融合

unjustifiable(L.108) [ʌn'dʒʌstIʃaIəb췍l] adj.completelywrongandunacceptable不合

理的; 不能接受的

falter(L.110) ['fɔːltə] vi. to become weaker and unable to
continueinaneffectiveway支吾, 颤抖,

结巴

quota(L.113) ['kwəʊtə] n. anofficiallyrequiredorspecifiednumber
(amount)ofsomething限额

testimony(L.125) ['testIməni] n. afactthatshowssomethingveryclearly
证据

aptitude(L.126) ['æptItjuːd] n. naturalabilityinlearning天资, 能力

plaintiff(L.132) ['pleIntIf] n. someone who brings a legal action
againstsomeoneinacourtoflaw 原告

prerequisite(L.135) [priː'rekwIzIt] n. somethingonemusthavebeforehecan
beallowedtodosomethingelse先决条件

drone(L.136) [drəʊn] vi. tospeakinaboringwayforalongtime
低沉单调地说

Chicano(L.71) [tʃI'k췍ːnəʊ] n. aUScitizenwhowasborninMexicoor
whosefamilycamefromMexico墨西哥裔

美国人

Renaissance(L.71) [rI'neIs췍ns] n. (欧洲14至17世纪的) 文艺复兴 (时期)
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CulturallySpeaking

I.WhatisAffirmativeAction?
AffirmativeActionreferstopoliciesintheUnitedStatesthataimatincreasingthenumbersof
peoplefromcertainsocialgroupsinsuchareasasemployment,education,business,and
government.ThesegroupsincludewomenandsuchminoritiesasAfricanAmericans,Asian
Americans, Hispanic Americans, American Indians,disabled people,and veterans.
AffirmativeActionisgenerallyintendedtobenefitgroupsthathavehistoricallysufferedfrom
discriminationandasaresultaresociallyandeconomicallylessprivilegedandpolitically
under-represented.

DifferentAffirmativeActionprogramshavedifferentfeatures.Someseekonlytoremove
barrierssothatallpeoplemaycompeteequally.Othersusenumericalgoalscalledquotasto
ensurethatwomenorminoritiesareincludedinpre-setproportions.Programsusingquotas
mayprefermembersofcertaingroups.

II.AffirmativeAction:historyanddebate
JohnF.KennedywasaPresidentwhowasinfavorofcorrectingcertainhistoricalwrongs
donetocertaingroupsandhesupportedthe multiculturalvisionofAmericanculture.
Kennedyfirstusedtheterm “affirmativeaction”inanorderissuedin1961withregardto
Federalcontracts.Thatandotherearlyfederalordersrequiredbusinesses with U.S.
governmentcontractstotreattheiremployeeswithoutregardtorace,ethnicorigin,religion,

orgender.Later,thegovernmentaskedthesebusinessestoconsidertheraceandgenderof
theiremployeestoensurethatthemixofpeopleontheirstaffsreflectedthemixinthelocal
workforce.Also,afixedshareoffederalcontractsweresetasideforbusinessesownedby
womenorminorities.Manystateandlocalgovernments,aswellasnumerousbusinessesand
schools,createdtheirownAffirmativeActionprograms.BecauseofAffirmativeAction,

studentsfromsomeminoritygroupincreasedproportionallyinsometop-rankinguniversities.
(AsianAmericanstudentsdonotgenerallybenefitfromsuchprogramsbecausetheirnumbers
areproportionallyhigher.)ThegeneraleconomicalinequalityintheUnitedStatesissuch
that,proportionally,studentsfrom some groups (e.g.African Americans)arestill
conspicuouslyfewerinsuchtopschoolstoday.

ControversyoverAffirmativeActionhasbeenheatedsincethe1970s.Peopledisagree
abouthowtoachievethegoalofnondiscrimination.Someclaimtemporarypreferencesare
necessarytoachieveequality.OthersbelievequotasandotherAffirmativeActionpolicies
unfairlyaffecttherightofindividualstobetreatedaccordingtotheirabilities.Peoplealso
disagreeaboutwhichgroupsareentitledtoAffirmativeActionandforhowlong.

In1995,the UnitedStatesSupremeCourtruledthatafederalprogram requiring
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preferencebasedonaperson’sraceisunconstitutionalunlessthepreferenceisdesignedto
makeupforspecificinstancesofpastdiscrimination.ThismeantthatAffirmativeAction
couldnolongerbeusedtocounteractracialdiscriminationbysocietyasawhole,butmustbe
aimedateliminatingspecificproblems.

In1996,votersinCaliforniaapprovedProposition209,whichbannedtheuseofracialor
genderpreferencesinpublichiring,contracting,andeducation.VotersinWashingtonstate
approvedasimilarmeasure,Initiative200,in1998.AtsomeuniversitieswhereAffirmative
Actionhasbeenabolished,newadmissionspolicieshavebeenestablishedtoensurediversity.
Someuniversitysystemsnowuseapercentageformulabasedonhigh-schoolclassranking.

In2003,twowhitestudentsapplyingfortheLawSchoolatMichiganUniversitywerenot
admittedandtheyfiledalawsuitagainstMichiganUniversity.GeorgeW.Bush,whosesocial
agendaisgenerallyconservative,supportedthelawsuitwhichwasbroughttotheSupreme
Courtfordebate.AnationwidedebateaboutAffirmativeActionstartedagaininthemidstof
theAnglo-AmericanWarwithIraq.

III.AffirmativeActionandRichardRodriguez
ItisclearfromtheabovethatAffirmative Actionisnotinnocentofthoseimportant
philosophicalandpoliticaldifferencesaboutwhatAmericansocietyorcultureshouldbe.
Generallyspeaking,thosewhofavoritareoftenmindfulofthehistoryandcurrentconditions
ofracialandgenderinequality.Althoughsomepeoplemayhaveunfairlybenefitedfrom
AffirmativeAction,AfricanAmericansandothergroupsstillremainastheunder-privilegedin
Americansociety.Formoreinformationinthisrespect,referto“2002HumanRightsRecords
intheUnitedStates”issuedbyChina’sStateCouncil.

RichardRodriguezisacontroversialwriteronthequestionofAffirmativeActionand
otherquestionsrelatedtoethnicityintheUnitedStates.Hisargumentintheessayisquite
convincingprimarilybecauseheconveys,soeffectively,hissenseofguilt.However,onecan
arguethathissenseofguiltisperhapstoopersonalandthuslacksasoundunderstandingof
thelargerpictureofracialinequalitiesintheUnitedStates.Afterall,Hispanic-American
studentsare,proportionallyspeaking,notadequatelyrepresentedinthetopcolleges;manyof
theHispanicstudentshavenothadtheeducationalbenefitsatelementaryandsecondary
schoolslikeRodriguezhasandthereforemayneedthebenefitsofAffirmativeAction.Indeed,

itisironicthathissenseofguiltmaybeusedasanargumentagainstpeoplewhoneed
AffirmativeAction.

Forapowerfulcounter-argument,pleasereadtheessaybyReverendJesseJackson(a
civilrightsleader),“WhyBlacksNeedAffirmativeAction,”includedinWritingActivitiesfor
thisUnit.
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IV.Spenser,Wordsworth,Empson,andsoon
ItiseasytoinferfromtheessaythatRodriguezgothisPh.D.fromUniversityofCaliforniaat
BerkeleyandhewastrainedintheEnglishDepartmentasaspecialistinEnglishliteraturein
theRenaissance.ThepursuitofadoctoraldegreeinEnglishisconsideredapursuitreserved
forthesociallyprivileged(whocanaffordsuchaneducation)andintellectuallyelite(whoare
wellreadandcanthinkmetaphysically);suchapursuitthusseemsrareamongminority
studentswhooftendonothavethefinancialandsocialsupportneededtogosofar.

Likeallthedoctoralcandidatespursuingsuchadegree,Rodriguezhadtoreadwidely,

notonlyinRenaissancebutalsoin manyotherhistoricalperiodsandfields.Thethree
names—Spenser,WordsworthandEmpson—areonlyahintatthebroadrangeofRodriguez’s
readingsatgraduateschool.

EdmundSpenser(1552?-1599)wasagreatpoetintheEnglishRenaissance.Hisepic
poem,TheFaerieQueene,isamasterpieceofEnglishliterature.WilliamWordsworth(1770-
1850)wasamajorEnglishRomanticpoet.WilliamEmpson(1906-1984)wasadistinguished
Englishpoetandanimportantmodernliterarycritic.AlongwithI.A.Richards,oneofhis
teachersatCambridge University,andseveralothercriticsinthe mid1920s,Empson
promotedtheimportanceofsystematictextualanalysisincriticism.Hisapproachinfluenced
thedevelopmentofalatercriticalmovementintheUnitedStatescalledNewCriticism.

QuestionsforGroupDiscussion

I.ReadingComprehension
1.HowwasRichardRodriguez’splantobecomeaprofessorofEnglishcomplicated?

2. Whatkindsofopportunitycamehiswayduringhislastyearsofcollege?

3. Whyisitthatherealizedhewasnolongeraprincipalvictimofracialoppression?

4. WhydidhestillindicateinhisapplicationsforfinancialaidthathewasHispanic-
American?

5. Whatwashisstatuswhenheattendedcollege?

6. Whydidn’themakeanyeffortinhuntingforajobinthefallofhislastyearatBerkeley?

7. Whatdidtheprofessorsaywhenhefoundoutabouthisinaction?

8. Whydidn’tRodriguezrespondtotheprofessor’squestions?

9. Whathappenedafterhesentoutafewapplicationletters?

10.Howdidsomeoftheinterviewersexplaintheadvantagehehadoverotherapplicants?

11. Whydidhehesitatewhenmoreandmorejobofferscame?

12. WhatwasthegistofhisconversationwithaJewishteachingassistantintheofficeone
afternoon? HowdidthataffecthisattitudetowardAffirmativeActionprograms?

13. Whatseemedtohavehurthimmostduringtheconversation?

14. Whatdidhedecidetodoattheendoftheconversation?
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15. Whywasthatahugedecision?

16. WhatseemstoworryRodriguezmostwithregardtoAffirmativeAction?

II.FurtherDiscussion
1.Inthefourthparagraph,Rodriguezmakesreferencetothe“irony”ofthesituation.How
wasitironic?

2. WhydidRodriguezdecidetorejectallthejoboffers?

3.HowcouldAffirmativeActionprogramsreachorchangethelivesofthosewhoarereally
seriouslydisadvantaged?Pleaseread“CulturallySpeaking”foranadequateanswertothis
question.

Exercises

I.Paraphrasetheunderlinedwordsorexpressionsineachsentence.
1.SomanytimesIwouldseeotherMexican-Americansandknowwewerealikeonlyinrace.
2.Andyet,simplybecauseourracewasthesame,Iwas,duringthelastyearsofmy
schooling,thebeneficiaryoftheirsituation.

3.Thedisadvantagesofotherspermittedmypromotion.
4.TheabsenceofmanyMexican-Americansfromacademiclifeallowedmydesignationasa
“minoritystudent.”

5.Thebenefitswereoften,however,toogaudytoplease.
6.ThusIcompliedwithandencouragedtheoddbureaucraticlogicofAffirmativeAction.
7.IletgovernmentofficialstreatthedisadvantagedconditionofmanyMexican-Americans
withmyadvancement.

8.Buttheironycutdeep.
9.TheveryfactthatIaminapositiontoapplyforthisjobshouldmakethatclear.
10.And,oversomeone’sshoulder,Icameintosightofcampusbuildingsshadowingpictures
Ihad seen years before whenIleafedthroughIvy Leaguecatalogs with great
expectations.

11.Afterall,notmanyschoolsaregoingtopassupgettingaChicanowithaPh.D.in
Renaissanceliterature.

12.Yougetallofthebreaks.
13.Thephrasescamelikebubblestothetipofmytongue.
14.Howdifferenttheywerefrom white,middle-classstudentswhocomearmedwiththe
testimonyoftheirgradesandaptitudescoresandself-confidencetocomplainaboutthe
unequaltreatmenttheynowreceive.

15.Theylacktheconfidenceandskillsagoodprimaryandsecondaryeducationprovidesand
whichareprerequisitesforinformedpubliclife.
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16.Thedebatedronesonandsurroundstheminstillness.

II.Rewritethe following sentences,making use of the words or
expressionsinparentheses.

1.Itsohappenedthathestillrememberedhisuncle’shomephonenumberwhenhefinally
arrivedinShanghai,hungryandpenniless.(tochancetodosomething)

2.Shebeganbyaddressingbothpartiesatthemeetingwithawelcomingremark,which
suitedtheoccasion,consideringthatit wasthefirst meeting betweentheserival
companies.(appropriatefor)

3. Theytriedtoavoid mentioninghersonbyconstantlydirectingtheconversationto
somethingelse.(toevade)

4.Heknewthatshewasspeakingillofhimbehindhisback,butdecidedtorestrainhisanger
sinceshewasstilltheboss.(letsomethingpass)

5.Hisparentswerefuriouswithhim whenheletgooftheopportunityoffurtheringhis
educationabroad.(topassup)

6.Therearesomanyapplicantsforthefewavailablepositionsthatthecompanydoesnoteven
informtheapplicantsthattheirapplicationshavebeenreceived.(nottobother)

III.Replacetheunderlinedwithsynonymouswordsorexpressions.
Modifythesentencestructureifneeded.

1.MyplantobecomeaprofessorofEnglishwascomplicatedbyfeelingsofembarrassment
andguilt.

2.Formeopportunitieshadbeenextravagant.
3....thoughconsistentwastheadmissionthatIwasnolongeraprincipalvictimofracism
oranyothersocialoppression.

4.AsIpursuedadvancedliterarystudiesandlearnedtheskillofreadingSpenserand
Wordsworthand Empson,I would hear myself numbered among the culturally
disadvantaged.

5.AndguiltwouldnotbeevadedbyavertingmyglancewhenIconfrontedafacelikemy
owninacrowd.

6.Theystruggledforsuccessandthen,whenitwasalmostwithinreach,grewstrangely
afraidandletitpass.

7.Mostschoolspromisedtermsappropriateforanynewassistantprofessor.
8.Asthestackoflettersmounted,myhesitationincreased.
9.Facultymembersbeamed.
10.FebruarycameandIwasrunningoutoftimeandexcuses.
11.Onechairmanguessedmydelaywasabargainingployandincreasedhisofferwitheachof

mycalls.
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12.AndIanticipatedhisnextquestion.
13.Inhiscase,however,noonehadbotheredtoacknowledgehisletterwithevenapostcard.
14.Toevadehiscriticism,Iwantedtosidewithhim.
15.Inadeceptivelycalmvoice,Irespondedthathehadsimplifiedthewholeissue.
16.AllIwassayingamountedtoafranticself-defense.
17.Butmymindwasreallyonsomethingelse.
18.ButasIlistenedtohimasserthisrights,Ithoughtoftheseriouslydisadvantaged.

IV.Choosethebestanswer(froma,b,candd)tocompleteeachofthe
followingblanks.
Irecentlyheardamanfrom WestAfrica 1 somememoriesofhischildhood.Hewas

 2 Muslim,butwhenhewasayoungman,hefoundhimselfdeeply 3 toChristianity.
Hestruggledagainsthisinnerimpulseforyears, 4 toavoidthechurchyetfeelingpushed
toreturntoitagainandagain.“Iwouldhavedoneanythingtoavoidthechange,”hesaid.At
lasthebecameChristian. 5 hewasafraidtogohome, 6 thathewouldnotbe
accepted.Thefearwasgroundless,hediscovered,whenatlasthe 7 —hehadseparated

himself,buthisfamilyandfriends(allMuslim)hadnot 8 themselvesfromhim.
Theman,whoisnowaprofessorofreligion,saidthatintheAfricaheknewasachild

andayoungman,pluralismwasembraced 9 thanfeared.Therewas“akindoftolerance
thatdidnot 10 yourparticularity,”hesaid.
1.(a)discover    (b)recount    (c)share    (d)tell
2.(a)born (b)given (c)named (d)raised
3.(a)attached (b)close (c)connected (d)drawn
4.(a)attempt (b)hoping (c)intend (d)trying
5.(a)Afterward (b)So (c)Now (d)Thus
6.(a)afraid (b)fearing (c)frightening (d)hoping
7.(a)did (b)left (c)returned (d)went
8.(a)attached (b)denied (c)deprived (d)separated
9.(a)less (b)more (c)rather (d)would
10.(a)accept (b)admit (c)deny (d)refuse

V.Makeasentencewitheachofthefollowingexpressions.
1.tobewaryof
2.onsomeone’sbehalf
3.tobeinapositiontodosomething
4.tohaveaslightedgeover
5.toamountto
6.toimagineoneselfdoingsomething
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VI.PutthefollowingintoChinese.
Racialorethnicheritageisasimportanttoshapingidentityasaresexandsocialclass.One’s
raceorethnicitycanalsoinfluencequalityoflife,educationalopportunity,andadvancement
inemployment.Americansocietyhasalonghistoryofstrugglingtoconfrontandovercome
racismanddiscriminationonthebasisofethnicheritage.BeginningwellbeforetheCivilWar,

AmericanantislaverygroupsprotestedtheenslavementofAfricanAmericansandworkedto
abolishslaveryinallpartsofthecountry.OthergroupsbesidesAfricanAmericanshave
experiencedharshtreatmentanddiscriminationsolelybecauseoftheircolororethnicheritage.
ThesegroupsincludeChinesemenbroughttoAmericatohelpconstructacross-country
railroadinthenineteenthcentury,EuropeanimmigrantswhocametoAmericainlarge
numbersneartheendofthenineteenthcenturyinsearchofabetterlifethanintheir
homelands,Japanesemenwhocameinthetwentiethcenturytoworkashardlaborformoney
tosendhome,andLatinos/LatinasandHispanicsmigratingnorthtoAmerica.Asaresultof
heightenedawarenessoftheinterplayofrace,class,andgender,schoolsatalllevels,from
elementarythroughpostgraduate,haveincorporatedmaterialsintocoursesonrace,class,

and/orgenderorcreated wholecoursesdevotedtothoseimportantcomponentsofour
individualidentitiesandhistories.

VII.TranslatethefollowingsentencesintoEnglish,makinguseofthe
suggestedexpressions.

1.人人都说她真是交了好运,但我敢说如果不是她父母帮忙,她根本不可能得到这份工作。
(getbreak,tobet)

2.大家都奇怪他会被北京外国语大学录取,其实,原因很简单:报考外语的得高分的女生很多,
在这方面男生比女生多少有点优势。如果他是个女孩子的话,就是另外一回事了。(havea
slightedgeover,tobeadifferentstory)

3.我很感谢你为我说了些好话,我倒不是特别在乎现在的这个位置,但它给了我晋升的机会。
(onone’sbehalf,togetafootinthedoor)

4.作为公司的员工你必须遵守公司的各项规定。(complywith)

5.她在这个位置小心谨慎地干了整整四年,唯恐得罪了上司。可是就在马上要晋级的时候,她
突然被指控接受贿赂。(bewaryof,withinreach)

6.十年前当他翻阅世界500强企业的介绍资料时,怎么也没有料到自己会在十年后当上通用

电气公司的总裁。(leafthrough,littledoesheknow)

7.作为亚洲最大的银行的总裁,几年前亚洲金融危机发生时他反而有机会从中受益。(ina
positionto,tobethebeneficiaryof)

8.虽然他没有直截了当地说“不”,但人人心里都明白他的回答等于谢绝了公司的邀请。
(amountto)
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FURTHERREADING

I.GrowingUpAsianinAmerica
KesayaE.Noda

SometimeswhenIwasgrowingup,myidentityseemedtohurtletowardme
andpasteitselfrighttomyface.Ifeltthatway,encounteringthestereotypesofmy
raceperpetuatedbynon-Japanesepeople(primarilywhite)whomayormaynot
havehadcontactwithotherJapaneseinAmerica.“Youdon’tlikecheese,doyou?”

someonewouldask.“Iknowyourpeopledon’tlikecheese,doyou?”Sometimes
questionscame makingallusionstohistory.Thatwasanotheraspectofthe
identity.Eventsthathadhappenedquiteapartfromthemewhostoodsilentinthat
momentconnectedmyfacewithanincomprehensiblepast.“Yourparentswerein
California? Weretheyinthosecampsduringthewar?”Andsometimestherewere

phrasesornicknames:“LotusBlossom.”Iwassometimesaddressedorreferredto
asraciallyJapanese,sometimesasJapanese-American,andsometimesasan
Asianwoman.Confusionsanddistortionsabounded.

Howisonetoknowanddefineoneself?Fromtheinside—withinacontextthat
isself-defined,fromagroundingincommunityandaconnectionwithcultureand
historythatarecomfortablyaccepted? Orfromtheoutside—intermsofmessage
receivedfromthemediaandpeoplewhoareoftenignorant?EvenasanadultIcan
stillseetwosidesofmyfaceandpast.Icanseefromtheinsideout,infreedom.
AndIcanseefromtheoutsidein,drivenbytheoldvoicesofchildhoodandlostin
angerandfear.

IAmRaciallyJapanese

Icanseemyselftodayasapersonhistoricallydefinedbylawandcustomas
beingforeveralien.Beingneither“free white,”nor“African,”ourpeoplein
Californiaweredeemed“aliens,ineligibleforcitizenship,”nomatterhowlongthey
intendedtostayhere.Aliensineligibleforcitizenshipwereprohibitedfromowning,

buying,orleasingland.Theydidnotandcouldnotbelonghere.Thevoiceinme
remembersthatIamalwaysaJapanese-Americanintheeyesofmany.Athird-
generationGerman-AmericanisanAmerican.Athird-generationJapanese-American
isaJapanese-American.BeingJapanesemeansbeingadangertothecountry
duringthewarandknowinghowtousechopsticks.Iwearthishistoryonmyface.
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Imovetotheotherside.Iseeadifferentlightandclaimadifferentcontext.
Myraceisalinethatstretchesacrossoceanandtimetolinkmetotheshrinewhere
mygrandmotherwasraised.Twohigh,whitebannersliftinthewindatthetopof
thestonestepsleadingtotheshrine.Itistimeforthesummerfestival.Black
charactersarewrittenagainsttheskyasboldlyastheclouds,aslightlyaskites,

assharplyasthebigblackcrowsIusedtoseeabovethefieldsinNewHampshire.
Atfestivaltimethereisliquorandfood,ritual,discipline,andabandonment.There
ismusicanddrunkennessandinvocation.Thereishope.Anotherseasonhascome.
Anotherseasonhasgone.

IamraciallyJapanese.Ihaveacertainclaimtothiscrazyplacewherethe
prayersintonedbyaneighboringShintopriest(standinginformygrandmother’s
nephewwhoissick)aredrownedoutbytherehearsalsforthepopsingingcontest
inwhichmostofthevillagerswillcompetelaterthatnight.Thevillageelders,the
priest,andIstandrespectfullyupontheimmaculate,shiningwoodenfloorofthe
outershrine,bowingourheadsbeforethehiddenpowers.Duringthepatchy
intervalswhenIcanhearhim,Inoticethepriesthasastutter.Hisvoicefluttersup
tomyearsonlyoccasionallybecausetwomenandawomanaresinginggustilyinto
amicrophoneinthecompound,testingthesoundsystem.Aprerecordedtapeof
guitars,samisens,anddrumsaccompaniesthem.RockmusicandShintoprayers.
Thatnight,toloudapplauseandcheers,ayoungmanisgiventheawardforthe
mostnetsuretsu—passionate,burning—renditionofasong.Weroarourapproval
ofthereward.Nevermindthathisvoicehadwanderedandslid,nowslightly
above,nowslightlybelowthegivenlineofthemelody.Netsuretsu.Netsuretsu.

Inthemorning,mygrandmother’ssisterkneelsatthefootofthestonestairsto
offerhermorningprayers.Sheistoocrippledtoclimbthestairs,soeachmorning
shekneelshereuponthepath.Sheshutshereyesforafewseconds,hermotions
asmatteroffactaswhenshewashesrice.Ilingerlongerthanshedoes,so
reluctanttoleave,savoringtheconnectionIfeelwithmygrandmotherinAmerica,

thepast,andthepowerthatlivesandshinesinthemorningsun.
Ourfamilyhasservedthisshrineforgenerations.Thefamily’sneedtoprotect

thisclaimtoidentityandplaceoutweighsanyindividualclaimtoanyindividual
hope.IamJapanese.

IAmaJapanese-American

“Weak.”Ihearthevoicefrom mychildhoodyears.“Passive,”Ihear.Our
parentsandgrandparentsweretheoneswhowereputintothosecamps.Theywent
withoutresistance;theyoffered cooperationasproofofloyaltyto America.
“Victim,”Ihear.And,“Silent.”

Ourparentsarepaintedashardworkerswhoweresociallyuncomfortableand
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haddifficultyexpressingeventhesmallestopinion.Clean,quiet,motivated,and
determinedtomatchtheAmericanway;thatisus,andthatisthestoryofourtime
here.

“Whydidyougointothosecamps?”Iragedatmyparents,frightenedbymy
owninnersilenceandtimidity.“Whydidn’tyoudoanythingtoresist? Whydidn’t
younameittheinjusticeitwas?”Couldn’tourparentseventhink?Couldn’tthey?

Whywerewesopassive?

Ishiftmyvisionandmystance.IaminCalifornia.Myuncleisinthemidstof
thesweetpotatoharvest.Heispressed,tryingtogettheharvestingcrewsonto
thefieldasquicklyaspossible,worriedabouttheflowofequipmentandpeople.
Hisbigpickupispulledofftotheside,motorrunning,doorajar.Iseetwotractors
intheyardinfrontofanoldshed;theflatbedharvestingplatformonwhichthe
workerswillstandhasalreadybeenbroughtoverfromtheotherfield.It’searly
morning.Theworkersstandlooselygroupedandatease,butmyunclelooksas
harriedandtenseasapoliceofficertryingtounsnarlaNewYorkCitytrafficjam.
Drivingtowardtheshed,Ipullmycarofftheroadtomakewayforanapproaching
tractor.Thefrontwheelsofthecarsinkluxuriouslyintothesoft,whitesandbythe
roadsideandthecarslidesintoadreamyhalt,tailstillontheroad.Itrytomove
forward.Itrytomoveback.Thefrontbitescontentedlyintothesand,thebacklifts
itselfatajauntyangle.Myuncleseesmeandstormsdowntheroad,running.Heis
shoutingbeforeheisevennearme.

“What’sthematterwithyou?”hescreams.“Whatthehellareyoudoing?”In
hisfrenzy,hegrabshishatoffhisheadandslashesitthroughtheairacrosshis
knee.Heisbesidehimself.“Don’tyouknowhowtodriveinsand? What’sthe
matterwithyou?You’veblockedthewholeroadway.HowamIsupposedtogetmy
tractorsoutofhere?Can’tyouuseyourhead?You’vecutoffthewholeroadway,

andwe’vegottogetoutofhere.”

Istandontheroadbeforehimhelplesslythinking,“No,Idon’tknowhowto
driveinsand.I’veneverdriveninsand.”

“I’msorry,uncle,”Isay,buryingasmilebeneathalookofsincereapology.I
noticemydeepamusementandmyaffectionforhim withgreatcuriosity.Iam
usuallydevastatedbyanger.Notthistime.

DuringtheseveralyearsthatfollowIlearnaboutthepeopleandtheplace,and
muchmoreaboutwhathashappenedinthisCaliforniavillagewheremyparents
grewup.TheIssei,ourgrandparents,madethissettlementinthedesert.Their
firstcropswereeatenbyrabbitsandravagedbyinsects.Thelandwassobarren
thatmenwalkingfromhousetohousesometimesgotlost.Womencameheretoo.
Theyborechildrenin114-degreeheat,thencarriedthebabieswiththemintothe
fieldstonursewhentheyreachedtheendofeachrowofgrapesorothertruck-farm
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crops.
Ihadhadnoideawhatitmeanttobuythiskindoflandandmakeitgrow

green.Orhow,whenthewarcame,therewasnospaceatallforthesubtletyof
being who we were—Japanese-Americans.Either/or wasthe way.Ihadn’t
understoodthatpeoplewereliterallyafraidfortheirlivesthen,thattheirmoneyhad
beenfrozeninbanks;thattherewasafive-miletravellimit;thatwhentheearly
eveningcurfewcameandtheywereinsidetheirhouses,someofthem watched
helplesslyaspeopletheyknewwentintotheirbarnstostealtheirbelongings.The
policewerepatrollingtheroad,interestedonlyinviolatorsofcurfew.Therewasno
helpfortheminthefaceofthievery.Ihadnotbeenabletoimaginebeforewhatit
musthavefeltliketo be an American—to know absolutelythatoneis an
American—andyettohavealmosteveryoneelsedenyit.Notonlydenyit,but
challengethatidentitywithmachinegunsandtroopsofwhiteAmericansoldiers.In
those circumstancesit was difficultto say, “I’m a Japanese-American.”
“American”hadtodo.

ButnowIcansaythat.IamaJapanese-American.ItmeansIhaveaplace
hereinthiscountry,too.IhaveaplacehereontheEastCoast,whereourneighbor
issomuchapartofourfamilythatmymotherneverpassesherhouseatnight
withoutglancingatthelightstoseeifsheishomeandsafe;wheremyparentshave
hauledhundredsofpoundsofrocksfromfieldsandarduouslyplantedChristmas
treesandblueberries,lilacs,asparagus,andcrabapples;wheremyfatherstill
dreamsofanglingastreamtoanewbedsothathecandigapondinthefieldand
fillitwithwaterandfish.“TheneighborsalreadycamefortheirChristmastree?”he
asksinDecember.“Didtheylikeit?Didtheylikeit?”

IhaveaplaceontheWestCoastwheremyrelativesstillfarm,whereIheard
thestoriesoffeudsandbackbiting,andwhereIsawthatpeoplesurvivedand
flourishedbecausefundamentallytheytrustedandreliedupononeanother.Adeath
inthefamilyisnotjustadeathinafamily;itisadeathinthecommunity.Isaw
peoplehelpeachotherwithmoney,materials,labor,attention,andtime.Isaw
mengatheronceayear,withoutfail,tocleanthegroundsofaninety-year-old
womanwhohadhelpedthecommunitybefore,during,andafterthewar.Isawher
rememberingthemwithbirthdaycardssenttoeachoftheirchildren.

Icomefromapeoplewithalongmemoryandadistinctivegrace.Weliveour
thanks.AndweareAmericans.Japanese-Americans.

IAmaJapanese-AmericanWoman

Woman.Thelastpieceofmyidentity.Ithasbeeneasierbyfarformetoknow
myselfinJapanandtoseemyplaceinAmericathanithasbeentoacceptmylineof
connectionwithmyownmother.Shewasmydarkself,afigureinwhomIthoughtI
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sawallthatIfearedmostinmyself.Growingintowomanhoodandlookingforsome
modelofstrength,Iturnedawayfromher.Ofcourse,IcouldnotfindwhatI
sought.Iwaslookingforablackfeministorawhitefeminist.Mymotherisneither
whitenorblack.

Mymotherisawomanwhospeakswithherlifeasmuchaswithhertongue.I
thinkofherwithherownmother.GrandmotherhadParkinson’sdiseaseandithad
frozenhergaitandsetherfingers,tongue,andfeetjerkingandtremblingina
terribledance.Myauntsanduncleswantedhertobeabletoliveinherownhome.
Theyfedher,bathedher,dressedher,awokeatmidnighttotakeherforonelast
triptothebathroom.Myaunts(herdaughters-in-law)didmostofthecare,butmy
motherwentfromNewHampshiretoCaliforniaeachsummertospendamonthliving
withGrandmother,becauseshewantedtoandbecauseshewantedtogivemy
auntsatleastasmallrest.Duringthosehotsummerdays,motherlayonthecouch
watchingthetelevisionorreading,cookingfoodsthatGrandmotherliked,and
speakinglittle.Grandmotherthrivedunderhercare.

ThetimefinallycamewhenitwastoodangerousforGrandmothertolivealone.
Myrelativeskeptfindingheronthefloorbesideherbedwhentheywenttowakeher
inthemornings.MymotherflewtoCaliforniatohelpcleanthehouseandmake
arrangementsforGrandmothertoenteralocalnursinghome.Onherlastdayat
home,whileGrandmotherwassittinginherbig,overstuffedarmchair,haircombed
andwearingagreensummerdress,mymotherwenttoherandkneltatherfeet.
“Here,Mamma,”shesaid.“I’vepolishedyourshoes.”SheliftedGrandmother’s
legsandhelpedherintotheshinyblackshoes.MyGrandmotherlookeddownand
smiledslightly.Sheleftherhousewalking,supportedbyherchildren,carryingher
pocketbook,andwearingherpolishedblackshoes.“Look,Mamma,”mymom
hadsaid,kneeling.“I’vepolishedyourshoes.”

Justtheotherday,mymothercametoBostontovisit.Shehadrecentlylosta
lotofweightandwaspleasedwithhernewshapeandherfeelingofgoodhealth.
“Lookatme,Kes,”sheexclaimed,turningtowardme,frontandback,asnaked
asthedayshewasborn.Isawhersmallbreastsandthewide,brownscar,belly
buttontopublichair,thatmarkedherbecausemybrotherandIwerebothbornby
caesareansection.Herhipsweresmall.Iwasnotalargebaby,buttherewasso
littleroomformeinherthatwhenshewascarryingmeshecouldnotevenbeginto
bendovertowardthefloor.Shehatedit,shesaid.

“Don’tIlookgood?Don’tyouthinkIlookgood?”

Ilookedatmymother,smilingandashappyasshe,thinkingofallthetimesI
haveseenhernaked.Ihaveseenbothmyparentsnakedthroughoutmylife,as
theyhaveseen me.From childhoodthroughadulthood we’vehadournaked
moments,sharingbaths,idleconversationspickedupas we movedbetween
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180 showersandclosets,hurriedmomentsatthebeginningofdays,quietmomentsat
theendofdays.

Iammymother’sdaughter.AndIammyself.
IamaJapanese-Americanwoman.

QuestionsforReadingComprehension

1.HowdidKesayaNodafeelaboutheridentitywhenshewasgrowingup?

2. Whydidshefeelitthatway?

3. Whatdoesshemeanwhenshesaysonecandefineoneselffromtheinside?

4. Whataboutdefiningoneselffromtheoutside?

5. Whyisitthatathird-generationJapanese-AmericanisstillaJapanese-American,instead
ofanAmerican? WhatisKesayaNodareallysaying?

6. Whatisherconnectionwiththeshrinewherehergrandmotherwasraised?

7. Whatisthestoryofherparentsduringthewar?

8. WhatdidtheencounterwithherunclerevealaboutbeingJapanese?

9.InwhatwaysisNodajustifiednowinclaimingthatsheisaJapanese-American?

10. WhydoesNodasaythathermotherisawomanwhospeakswithherlifeasmuchaswith
hertongue?

11. WhatdoestheclosenessbetweenfamilymemberstellusaboutbeingJapanese?

QuestionsforDiscussion

1.In whatwayshastheauthor’sethnicbackgroundaffectedthe wayshelives,her
interactionswithothers,andhergoalsandhopesforherfuture?

2. WhatstereotypesabouttheJapanesehastheauthorhadtostrugglewith?

3. Whatdoesbeingafemaleaddtothecomplexityofheridentity?

II.CulturalBaggage
BarbaraEhrenreich

Anacquaintancewastellingmeaboutthejoysofrediscoveringherethnicand
religiousheritage.“Iknowexactlywhatmyancestorsweredoing2,000years
ago,”shesaid,eyesgleamingwithenthusiasm,“andIcandothesamethings
now.”Thensheleanedforwardandinquiredpolitely,“Andwhatisyourethnic
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background,ifImayask?”
“None,”Isaid,thatbeingthefirstwordinlinetogetoutofmymouth.Well,

not“none,”Ibacktracked.Scottish,English,Irish—that wassomething,I
supposed.ToomuchIrishtoqualifyasaWASP;toomuchofthehatedEnglishto
warranta“KissMe,I’mIrish”button;plusthereareanumberofdeadendsinthe
familytreeduetoadoptions,missingrecords,failingmemoriesandthelike.Iwas
blushingbythistime.Did“none”meanIwasrejectingmyheritageoutofAnglo-
Celticself-hate?OrwasIrevealingahiddenethnicchauvinisminwhichtheethnic
“others?”

Throughoutthe1960sand1970s,Iwatchedonegroupafteranother—African-
Americans,Latinos,NativeAmericans—standupandproudlyreclaimtheirroots
whileIjustsankbackeverdeeperintomyseat.Allthisexcitementoverethnicity
stemmed,Iuneasilysensed,from apastin whichtheirancestorshadbeen
trampleduponbymyancestors,oratleastbypeoplewholookedverymuchlike
them.Inaddition,ithadbeguntoseemalmostun-Americannottohavesomesort
ofhyphenathand,linkingonetomorevenerabletimesandlocales.

Butthetruthis,Iwasraised withnone.We’deatenethnicfoodsinmy
childhoodhome,butthesewereallborrowed,likethepasties,orCornishmeat
pies,myfatherhadpickedupfromhisfellowminersinButte,Mont.Ifmymother
hadonerule,itwasmilitantecumenisminallmattersoffoodandexperience.“Try
newthings,”shewouldsay,meaninganythingfromsweetbreadstoclams,withan
emphasisonthe“new.”

Motherhoodputthescrewsonme,ethnicitywise.Ihadhopedthatbymarrying
amanofEasternEuropean-JewishancestryIwouldacquireformydescendantsthe
ethnicgenesthatmyownforebearssosadlylacked.Atonepoint,Ievensubjected
thechildrentoasederofmyowndesign,includingalittletalkabouttheflightfrom
Egyptanditsrelevancetomodernsocialissues.Butthekidsinsistedonbuttering
theirmatzohsandsnickeringthroughmytalk.“Givemeabreak,Mom,”theolder
onesaid.“Youdon’tevenbelieveinGod.”

Theepiphanywenton:Irecalledthatmymotherneverintroducedaprocedure
forcookingorcleaningbytellingme,“Grandmadiditthisway.”WhatdidGrandma
know,livinginthedaysbeforevacuumcleanersanddisposabletoiletmops?Inmy
parents’generalview,newthingswerebetterthanold,andtheveryfactthatsome
ritualhadbeenperformedinthepastwasagoodreasonforabandoningitnow.
Becausewhatwasthepast,asourforebearsknewit? Nothingbutpoverty,

superstitionandgrief.“Thinkforyourself,”Dadusedtosay.“Alwaysaskwhy.”

Infact,thismayhavebeentheidealculturalheritageformyparticularethnic
strain—bouncedasitwasfromtheHighlandsofScotlandacrossthesea,outtothe
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Rockies,downintothe minesandfinallyspewedoutintohigh-tech,suburban
America.Whatbetterphilosophy,foraraceofmigrants,than“Thinkforyourself?”

Whatbettermaxim,forapeoplewhosewholeworldwasrudelyinvertedevery30
yearsorso,than“Trynewthings?”

Afew weeksago,Iclearedmythroatandaskedthechildren,now mostly
grownandfearsomelysmart,whethertheyfeltanystirringsofethnicorreligious
identity,etc.,whichmighthavebeen,ahem,insufficientlynourishedathome.
“None,”theysaid,addingfirmly,“andtheworldwouldbeabetterplaceifnobody
elsedid,either.”Mychestswelledwithpride,aswouldmymother’stoknowthat
theraceof“none”marcheson.

MultipleChoiceExercises

I.Comprehension
1. Whenaskedaboutherethnicheritage,theauthor .
(a)didnotknowexactlywhattosay
(b)feltembarrassedbecauseshedidnothaveareadyanswer
(c)rememberedtheminglingofseveralEuropeanheritagesinherfamily
(d)thoughtthatshewasprimarilyEnglish

2. Whenshebecameamother,she .
(a)foundthatshehadtofindananswertotheethnicissue
(b)hopedtohaveasolutiontotheproblemthroughherchildren
(c)wasdelightedthatshehadsolvedtheproblembymarryinganEasternEuropeanman
(d)begantoimitatehermother,whohadbeenemulatinghergrandmother

3. WhenshetalkedtoheryoungchildrenaboutJewishflightfromEgypt,they .
(a)weregreatlyinterestedinthestoriesoftheirancestors
(b)founditridiculousbecauseshedidnotevenbelieveinGod
(c)thoughttheyhadfinallyfoundthereligiousheritageofthefamily
(d)naturallyrelatedthiswithmodernsocialissues

4.Herparentsbelievedthatnewthingswerebetterthantheoldbecause .
(a)theirancestorshadhadabetterlifethantheydid
(b)theirancestorsonlyknewpovertyandsuffering
(c)peoplehadchangedgreatly
(d)youngerpeoplewouldalwaysbeattachedtonewthings

II.Structure
5.ItisnecessaryforastudentofEnglishtokeepadictionary hand.
(a)at       (b)by       (c)in       (d)over
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6.ThisissomethingIhavepickedup aprofessionalathlete.
(a)at (b)by (c)from (d)with

7.Theheadmastersubjectedhispupils aterribletimeatschool.
(a)in (b)on (c)to (d)with

III.Vocabulary
8.Inthe1960sand1970s,IwitnessedseveralgroupsofAmericans .
(a)askingfortherecognitionoftheirethnicroots
(b)fightingfortheirethnicandreligiousroots
(c)proclaimingproudlytheirreligiousheritage
(d)claimingthattheyhadfoundtheirancestors

9.Ibelievedthatthisexcitement apasteventinSouthernhistory.
(a)camefrom  (b)emergedin  (c)wasderivedfrom  (d)wasstirredupby

10.IthoughtIwouldbeableto ethnicrootsformychildrenthroughmymarriage.
(a)discover (b)find (c)lookfor (d)obtain

LISTENING
Pre-listeningQuestions
1.HowmuchdoyouknowaboutAmericanIndians?

2.InwhatwaysareAmericanIndiansoneofthemostseriouslydisadvantagedracialgroupsin
theUnitedStates?

HowItFeelstoBeColoredMe

ExercisesforListeningComprehension

I.Listentothetapednarrativeonce.Thenchoosethebestanswer(from
a,b,candd)tocompleteeachofthefollowing.

1.AccordingtoZoraNealeHurston,shebecamecoloredwhen .
(a)shelivedinanexclusivelycoloredtowninFlorida
(b)shewasborn
(c)shelefthomeforschool
(d)shewavedwelcometotouristsfromherfrontporch

2. WhenshelivedinFlorida,shediscoveredthatthewhitepeopledifferedfromherinthat
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they .
(a)onlycameforavisit
(b)offeredherlittlecoinsforhersinginganddancing
(c)livedinanearbytown
(d)likedtohearherspeakpieces

3. WhenHurstonsays,“Iamnottragicallycolored,”shemeanstosaythatshe .
(a)doesn’twanttoacceptthefactthatsheiscolored
(b)refusestofeelsorryforherselfjustbecauseofherrace
(c)ishappybecausesheiscoloredanddifferentfromtheothers
(d)intendstosearchforherownidentity

4.Hurstonismostconsciousofherowncolorwhen .
(a)shestayedatschoolwithwhitekids
(b)shewelcomedwhitetouristsinFlorida
(c)shewasamongthewhitepeople
(d)thehistoryofslaveryisdiscussed

II.Now,listentothenarrativeonemoretimeandanswerthetrueor
falsequestions.WriteaTinfrontofastatementifitistrue
accordingtotherecording,andwriteanFifitisfalse.

( )1.Theopeninglineofthenarrativeisintendedtobehumorous.
( )2.Thewhitetouristsfromthenorthpassedthroughthetownonhorsebacks.
( )3.ThewhitetouristsknewthattheyhadtopaytostopHurstonfromdancingonand

on.
( )4.SometimesHurstondoesnotthinkthatshebelongstoanyparticularraceandbelieves

thatsheisjustherself.

III.Fillintheblanksbasedonwhatyouhearonthetape.
1.ButtheNorthernerswere again.Theywerepeeredatcautiouslyfrom bythe
timid.Themoreventuresomewouldcomeout towatchthemgopastandgot

pleasureoutofthetouristsasthetourists thevillage.
2.ButIamnottragicallycolored.Thereis dammedupin ,norlurkingbehind
myeyes.Idonotmindatall.Idonotbelongto whoholdthatnaturesomehowhas
giventhem andwhosefeelingsareall it.

3.SlaveryisthepriceIpaidfor ,andthechoice .Itisabullyadventureand
Ihavepaidthrough forit.Nooneoneartheverhad forglory.The

world andnothing .
4.Ihavenoseparatefeelingaboutbeing andcolored.Iam merelya ofthe
GreatSoulthat theboundaries.Mycountry, .
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  AMovieSuggestion

SoulMan(1986)

Genre:comedy
Directedby:SteveMinder

Scriptedby:CarolBlack

Synopsis
ArichSouthernCaliforniakid,C.ThomasHowell,hasgraduatedfromUCLAand
isadmittedintotheLawSchoolofHarvard.Buthismillionairefatherwon’tpayfor
histuitionanymore.Howelldoesnotknowwhattodo.Thenhefindsoutabouta
fullscholarshipavailabletoablackapplicantintheLosAngelesarea.Howellfakes
informationontheapplicationformandwinsthescholarship.SohegoestoHarvard
bygettingacurlypermanentandbyoverdosingonsuntantablets.Howlongcanhe
fooltheworldandhimself?

QuestionsforDiscussion
1.Asa“black”manatHarvard,whatdoesHowellencounterwhenhewantstorent
anapartmentorwhenhewantstodatethedaughterofawhiteman?

2.HowdoestheblackprofessortreatHowellandwhy?

3.Thereisthecomic(farcical)scenewhereHowellhashisparents(whodonot
knowheis“black”)inthekitchen,asex-madwhitegirlinhisbedroomand
Chonginthelivingroom.HowdoesHowellfooleveryone?Ishesuccessful?

4.Thiscomicmovieraisesquestionsnotonlyaboutethnicitybutalsoaboutethics.
Whataretheethicalissues?Doesthemovieaddressthoseissuesadequately? Why
orwhynot?
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WRITING
TextforWritingPractice

WhyBlacksNeedAffirmativeAction
JesseJackson

Accordingto arecentpublication ofthe EqualEmployment Opportunity
Commission,atthepresentrateof“progress”itwilltake43yearstoendjob
discrimination—hardlyareasonabletimetable.

Ifourgoaliseducationalandeconomicequityandparity—anditis—thenwe
needAffirmativeActiontocatchup.Wearebehindasaresultofdiscriminationand
denialofopportunity.Thereisonewhiteattorneyforevery680whites,butonlyone
blackattorneyforevery4,000blacks;onewhitephysicianforevery659whites,

butonlyoneblackphysicianforevery5,000blacks;andonewhitedentistforevery
1,900whites,butonlyoneblackdentistforevery8,400blacks.Lessthanone
percentofallengineers—orofallpracticing chemists—is black.Crueland
uncompassionateinjusticecreatedgapslikethese.Weneedcreativejusticeand
compassiontohelpusclosethem.

Actually,intheU.S.context,“reversediscrimination”isillogicalanda
contradictioninterms.Neverinthehistoryofmankindhasamajority,withpower,

engagedinprogramsandwrittenlawsthatdiscriminateagainstitself.Theonly
thingwhitesaregivingupbecauseofAffirmativeActionisunfairadvantage—

somethingthatwasunnecessaryinthefirstplace.
Blacksarenotmakingprogressattheexpenseofwhites,asnewsaccounts

makeitseemso.Thereare49percentmorewhitesinmedicalschoolstodayand64
percentmore whitesinlaw schoolsthanthere were when Affirmative Action
programsbegansomeeightyearsago.

In a recentcolumn,William Raspberryraised aninteresting question.
CommentingontheBakkecase,heasked,“Whatif,insteadofsettingaside16of
100slots,weadded16slotstothe100?”That,hesuggested,wouldallowblacks
tomakeprogressandwouldnotinterferewithwhatwhitesalreadyhave.Hethen
wentontopointoutthatthis,infact,isexactlywhathashappenedinlawand
medicalschools.In1968,theyearbeforeAffirmativeActionprogramsbegantoget

25

Unit1



30

35

underway,9,571whitesand282membersofminoritygroupsenteredUSmedical
schools.In1976,thefigureswere14,213and1,400respectively.Thus,under

AffirmativeAction,thenumberof“whiteplaces”actuallyroseby49percent:White
accesstomedicaltrainingwasnotdiminished,butsubstantiallyincreased.The
trendwasevenmoremarkedinlawschools.In1969,thefirstyearforwhich
reliablefiguresareavailable,2,933 minority-group memberswereenrolled;in
1976,thenumberwasupto8,484. Butduringthesameperiod,lawschool
enrollmentforwhitesrosefrom65,453to107,064—anincreaseof64percent.In
short,itisamyththatblacksaremakingprogressatwhites’expense.

AllanBakkedidnotreallychallengepreferentialtreatmentingeneral,forhe
madenochallengetothepreferentialtreatmentaccordedtothechildrenoftherich,

thealumniandthefaculty,ortoathletesortheverytalented—onlytominorities.

GuidedWriting:Paragraph

Writetwoshortparagraphswithnomorethan180wordsineach,usingthe
promptsgivenbelow.

ParagraphI
1.reported-43years-jobdiscrimination-unreasonable
2.AffirmativeAction-aresultof-discrimination-denial-opportunity
3.whiteattorneysvs.black-whitephysiciansvs.black
4.illogicalassumption-“reversediscrimination”-neverinhistory
5.unfairadvantage-onlything-thewhite-giveup

ParagraphII
1.newsaccounts-blacks-progress-expenseofwhites
2.morewhites-medicalschools-lawschools-1969
3.Raspberry-Bakkecase-add16slots
4.underAffirmativeAction-increaseofwhites-medicalschools
5.trend-lawschool-whiteenrollmentvs.minoritystudents
6.myth-blacks-progress-atwhites’expense
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